The importance of physics and chemistry in biology is well established. However, many biologists and workers in experimental medicine are limited in the knowledge and understanding of these subjects in relation to their sciences. Probably one reason for this difficulty is seen in the wide distribution of such work in the literature. Further, terminology and mathematical concepts are frequently confusing to one not trained in thinking in terms of physics and chemistry. In this volume, Medical Physics, Doctor Glasser and the associate editors have done a remarkable piece of work both in selecting material and in presenting it in a form understandable to the research worker in biology and medicine.
While the contents of the book are arranged in an encyclopedic manner, there are extensive subject and author indices. The material is written by 251 contributors, each an authority in his respective field. Topics discussed range from air conditioning, aviation physiology, and the betatron, to the physics of the gastroscope, a description of Geiger counters, and a discussion of genetics, and finally to a consideration of the physics of urology, viruses, and vision. One is repeatedly impressed by the fact that references and bibliographies following each article include some papers published as recently as 1942 and even 1943. For one engaged in experimental medicine, this book will prove invaluable. The present publication offers much more than a convenient summary of available laboratory methods in protozoology. It is even more valuable for its critical appraisal of procedures, which places at the disposal of the reader a sound basis for discrimination between a wide array of technics. The author has for many years been an outstanding pioneer in protozoology, and his opinions carry the weight of authority. While the text is well balanced in its content, amebiasis, to which the author has contributed very extensively, is perhaps somewhgt favored. This volume may be recommended without reservation as a laboratory guide for the diagnosis of a group of organisms responsible for some of the most important infections of man. -M. TAGER.
AN ATLAS OF ANATOMY. Volume II. By J. C. B. Grant. Williams and Wilkins Co., Baltimore, 1943 . xv + 184 pp. $5.
The second volume of Professor Grant's excellent atlas of human anatomy has now been published. The first volume dealt with the upper and lower extremities, abdomen, perineum, and pelvis. Volume II includes the vertebrae and vertebral column, thorax, and head and neck, and like its companion has many (233) fine illustrations, largely represented as plastic drawings in half-tone carefully made from special dissections. Most of the figures are large and in color. All are well labelled and accompanied by short, clearly written remarks about the structures which they demonstrate. This wellindexed set of 2 volumes is highly recommended and promises to be a valuable tool to both instructor and student.
-L. S. STONE.
